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Western Gu�
Year-round resident    
nests in the Bay Area

Glaucous-
winged gu�
Found year-round but 
uncommon in summer

thayer’s gu�
October to March

He�ing Gu�
September to May

california gu�
Found year-round, some 
nesting in the Bay Area

ring-bi�ed gu�
Mostly fall-winter

mew gu�
September to May

bonaparte’s gu�
Found year-round

h�rma�’s gu�
Mostly summer-fall
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The large species of 

gulls take four years to 

reach maturity, starting with 

brown plumage and slowly 

molting into adult grey and 

white feathers. Heermann’s, 

ring-billed, and mew gulls 

take three years to reach 

maturity. Bonaparte’s gulls 

mature in two years. Between 

molts, feathers fade and wear 

and may lose most of their 

color. Many gulls hybridize. 

A western x glaucous-winged 

is very common. Most adult 

gulls have brown-streaked 

heads in winter (shown) and 

white heads in summer.
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